National Marine Fisheries Service
VirginiaPound Net Closure Notice
June 18, 2001

Dear Virginia Pound Net Licensee:

On June 18, 2001, the Nationa Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) issued atemporary rule that
restricted the use of al pound net leaders of 8 inches or greater (> 20.3 cm) stretched mesh and all
pound net leaders with stringersin Virginia waters of the mainstem Chesapeake Bay and tributaries.
The purpose of this ruleisto prevent unauthorized takings of seaturtleslisted as threatened or
endangered under the Endangered Species Act. Effective June 19, 11:59 PM Eagtern Standard Time,
through July 19, 2001, al pound net leaders measuring 8 inches (20.3 cm) or greater stretched mesh
and dl pound net leaders with stringers must be tied up in the Virginiawaters of the mainsgem
Chesapeske Bay (from the Maryland-Virginia State line (gpproximately 38° N. lat.) to the COLREGS
line at the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay) and the tidal waters of the James, Y ork, and Rappahannock
Rivers. The leaders must be tied up in such amanner so that the mesh and stringers are not fishing in
the water.

Y ou are encouraged to obtain further information or a copy of the regulations by caling (978) 281-
9328. A copy of the regulations can aso be obtained through alink to the Office of the Federd
Regigter at http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/frcont01.html. While this temporary rule was
issued on June 18, the Federd Register notice will not be published until June 22, 2001.

Thank you for your support in the protection of endangered and threatened seaturtlesin the Virginia
waters of the Chesapeake Bay.

Sincerdy,

PetriciaA. Kurkul
Regiond Adminigrator



cc: F/NER3 - Calligan
F/NEC4-PS - Merrick
F/EN2 — Green, Gregory
F/PR3 - Schroeder
F/SER3 - Bernhart
GCNE - Cdllins
VMRC - Travelsed/O' Rellly
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