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1-800-LINE INFORMATION 

The VMRC Interactive Voice Response System (IVRS) (1-800-937-9247) is available for harvesters to re-

port no activity, immediate harvest information for required species (such as black sea bass, horseshoe 

crabs, spiny dogfish, and American shad bycatch), request forms and folders, and to leave messages for 

license information.  When using the IVRS, please remember to provide your name and VMRC ID. If 

you are providing information for multiple watermen, please speak each name and VMRC ID clearly and 

slowly. Listen carefully to the recording for the correct option and required information that you must 

provide.  

Beginning in spring 2010, new mandatory reporting forms and folders will be made available to commer-

cial harvesters, aquaculture product owners, and seafood landing licensees.  In addition to meeting the 

new mandatory reporting requirements, the updated forms are designed to facilitate the process of filling 

out the reports and eliminate common errors associated with incomplete reports.  The most notable 

changes include a designated field on the form for listing an agent, and a designated field for listing up to 

5 helpers.  Additionally, abbreviations for the unit amount (e.g. lbs, bu, nu) can simply be circled instead 

of written out on the form. 

NEW MANDATORY REPORTING FORMS AND FOLDERS FOR 2010 
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This newsletter provides only a summary of management measures adopted by the Commission and has no legal force or effect. Please refer to the actual regulation for legal documentation.   
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Mandatory fields to be filled out by harvester: 

• VMRC ID and name of the registered com-

mercial fisherman          

• VMRC ID and name of any agent, if used 

• VMRC ID and name of no more than five 

helpers who were not serving as agents 

• Buyer or private sale information 

• Vessel identification (Coast Guard docu-

mentation number or VA registration num-

ber) 

• Vessel name (if applicable) 

• Public rock abbreviation (if applicable) 

• Lease number for aquaculture (oyster and 

clams) harvested from private grounds (if 

applicable) 

Please remember the following when filling out monthly mandatory reports: 

• Only one gear per ticket (e.g. harvest from crab pots and peeler pots should be written on separate 

tickets) 

• Report peelers and soft crabs in numbers 

• For anchored gill net (AGN), be sure to include number of nets and total amount in feet 

• Specify the number of hooks when using trotlines  

• Be sure to include the number of tags when harvesting striped bass  

• Receipts must be included for striped bass sold as retail when the amount sold is more than 10 lbs 

COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN REGISTRATION LICENSEES 

BLUE CRABS 

FINFISH 

• City or county where harvest was landed 

• Date of harvest 

• Water body fished 

• Number of hours any gear was fished 

• Gear type and amount of gear used 

• Number of hours the registered commercial 

fisherman fished 

• Number of crew on board, including captain 

• Species harvested, market category 

• Live weight or processed weight of species har-

vested 

• Information on the price paid for the harvest 

may be provided voluntarily  

This newsletter provides only a summary of management measures adopted by the Commission and has no legal force or effect. Please refer to the actual regulation for legal documentation.   
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BLUE CRAB (USING AN AGENT) 

FINFISH 

FINFISH (WITH STRIPED BASS) 



•  Include the rock abbreviation (e.g, BURP), do not include the water code number (e.g., 345) 

•  Report all oysters in bushels 

AQUACULTURE PRODUCT OWNERS (PRIVATE) 

•  The VMRC ID and name of the seafood landing licensee 

• VMRC ID and name of no more than five helpers who were not serving as agents 

• Buyer or private sale information 

• Include the lease number, not the plat number, of the grounds from which the oysters or clams 

were harvested.  This number can be found on your billing statement from the VMRC. 

• City or county of landing 

• Date of harvest 

• Water body fished 

• Record the grow out period (seed to market) in the field, ‘hrs gear fished’ (OPTIONAL) 

• Gear type 

• Number of crew on board, including captain 

• Species harvested, market category 

• Live weight or processed weight of species harvested 

• Information on the price paid for the harvest may be provided voluntarily  

Please remember the following when filling out monthly mandatory reports: 

OYSTER HARVEST FROM PUBLIC GROUNDS 
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Mandatory fields to be filled out by aquaculture product owners: 

ALL REPORTS ARE DUE BY THE 5TH OF THE FOLLOWING MONTH  

(ACTIVE OR NOT ACTIVE).   

Volume 18, Issue 1 

This newsletter provides only a summary of management measures adopted by the Commission and has no legal force or effect. Please refer to the actual regulation for legal documentation.   
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OYSTER HARVEST (PUBLIC GROUNDS) 

AQUACULTURE PRODUCT OWNERS (OYSTERS FROM PRIVATE GROUNDS) 

AQUACULTURE PRODUCT OWNERS (CLAMS FROM PRIVATE GROUNDS) 



• Seafood landing license number and name of seafood landing licensee 

• Buyer or private sale information  

• Vessel identification (Coast Guard documentation number or VA registration number) 

• Name of vessel (if applicable) 

• City or county of landing 

• Date of harvest 

• Water body fished 

• Number of hours gear fished 

• Gear type and amount used 

• Number of hours the seafood landing licensee fished 

• Number of crew on board, including captain 

• Species harvested, market category (NON-FEDERALLY PERMITTED SPECIES ONLY) 

• Live weight or processed weight of species harvested 

 

**  Please ensure that separate mandatory reporting forms are used when submitting reports for species 

caught offshore.   

SEAFOOD LANDING LICENSEES 

Mandatory fields to be filled out by Seafood Landing Licensees: 
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Please ensure that all fields are correctly filled out prior to submitting your mandatory reports.  For ques-

tions about how to fill out mandatory reports please call 757-247-8102. 

This newsletter provides only a summary of management measures adopted by the Commission and has no legal force or effect. Please refer to the actual regulation for legal documentation.   
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Page 13 Volume 18, Issue 1 EXAMPLES 

SEAFOOD LANDING LICENSEES (OFFSHORE) - CONCH 

SEAFOOD LANDING LICENSEES (OFFSHORE) - SMOOTH DOGFISH 
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Mandatory Reporting Notes and Helpful Hints for Data Contractor 
 
 
 
 
MRC_ID INFO:  
 
- MRC_ID/Aquaculture license number on folder must match tickets in folder 
- Helpers listed on folder must be listed on tickets in folder 
- Helpers greater than six key into INFO field 
- No more than five helpers can be displayed on the ‘outside’ of the folder (if more than five 

different helpers are used by a primary within one month, then the folder has to be split) 
 
Note: 
The MRC_ID is the VMRC unique identifier for a licensed fisherman.  The MRC_ID is an 
alphanumeric 7 character value such as 008000 or N123456 or 0001 or L001; MRC_IDs need to 
be keyed exactly as shown on the folder cover or catch sheet – preceding zeros and prefixs like 
“N” and “L” must be included in the keypunched data and the scanned file name.  MRC_ID may 
also be referred to by VMRC staff as CFRL (commercial fisherman registration license), CRL, 
VMRC ID, Aquaculture licensee number, LAST4. 
 
 
 
AGENT VMRCID: 
 
The Agent VMRCID is the unique identifier (MRC_ID) for an agent if used; some harvesters may 
not use an agent.  Not all agents have a MRC_ID, and there may just be a name on the form; the 
name is not required in harvest data keypunch 
 
BUYERS (general): 
 
- Can never be left blank 
 

 
 
 
VESSELS (general): 
 
- Coast Guard Documentation number or Va State Registration, only ONE per ticket 
- Do not key brand or type of boat (Sea Ox, Privateer, Carolina Skiff, Bully Boat, etc) 
 

 
PUBLIC ROCK/LEASE NUMBERS: 
 
- All public oysters OYFALL; OYSPRNG must have rock abbreviation 
- All private oysters OYFPRIV; OYSPRIV must have a lease number 
- All private clams HCLPRIV, TOPPRIV, etc., must have a lease number 

 
 
 
CITY/COUNTY LANDED: 
 
 -      Can never be left blank 
 
 
DATE: 
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- Only ONE date per ticket 
- Day/date may require more than one ticket depending on amount of harvest (Pound Net, 

Haul Seine, etc) (these occurrences have been mistaken for missing dates) 
- Question any date beyond entry date (keying July 17, 2010, data is August 2010) 
- Question any date beyond parameters of given month (April 31, June 31, Sept 31, etc) 
 

 
 
 
 
WATER FISHED (general):  
 
 -     Can never be left blank 
 -     Only ONE water area fished per ticket/no split water areas 
 
 
 
GEAR HOURS (general): 
 
 
 
 
GEAR/GEAR AMOUNT: 
 
 -      Only ONE gear per ticket, no split gear/gear amounts  
 -      Conch Pots – max is 200 (no other species can be kept in a conch pot except conch – all 
other species must be returned to water) 
 -       PNC (Pound Net Crab) is being used incorrectly by harvesters – if large amounts of ‘finfish’ 
are being reported using PNC – please check the harvester gear license it is probably PN (Pound 
Net Fish) that he is actually using to harvest the fish 
 
 
 
MAN HOURS: 
 
- Any man hours greater than 12 need to be questioned 
- Man hours are never calculated as fractional, round to the nearest whole even number 

  
 
 
 
CREW: 
 
 -     Can never be left blank   
- Must be at least 1; then add number of crew members helping, respectively 
 

 
 
SPECIES/MARKET CATEGORY: 
 
 
-     Oyster ‘spring’ season is January to June 
- Oyster ‘fall’ season is July to December 
- Striped Bass has no market category (S, M, L, J) 
- OYS (oyster) can not stand alone, must be OYSPRNG, OYFALL, OYSPRIV, etc) 
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- OYSPRNG, OYFALL need rock abbreviations 
- OYSPRIV, OYFPRIV need lease numbers 

 -     Oysters (public and private) must be reported in bushel amounts and given a water area that 
is not general (JRG = James River General – should be JRL, JRU, JRM) 
 -      Amberjack = Jack Crevalle (especially caught in pound nets).  Commercial fishermen are 
only allowed two Amberjack and it has to be 32inches which is a ‘high’ pound amount 
-      Shark unclassified (SHK) is illegal – all ‘Shark’ harvested must be identified (mako shark, 
lemon shark, thresher shark, etc…) 

 -      Clams (Quahog) are never reported in ‘bushel’ 
 -      Jumbos reported as bushel (bu) amounts are NO1 male crabs 
 -      Jumbo soft crabs (BCJU) are never reported in bushel (bu) amounts 
 -      Always check soft crab amounts greater than 20 caught in hard crab pots 
 
 
 
LIVE WEIGHT OR AMOUNT: 
 
 -      Can never be left blank 
 
 
 
 
LIVE/PROCESSED (general): 
 
 -       Catfish 
 -       Black drum 
 -       Puffers (PUFT) 
 -       Shark species (the ‘dressed’ abbreviation should be used, ie. thresherd (Shark, Thresher – 
dressed) 
 -        Fins are always marked ‘P’ - processed 
 -       Shellfish (crabs, clams, etc.) are never coded ‘P’ - processed 
 -       Any new species must have a price and a conversion if reported in any other unit besides 
‘lbs’ 
 -       Any unit reported other than LBS, must have a conversion in the Fspounds (conversion 
database).  Please check with me if you are unsure if a unit has a conversion factor (nu, bbl, tray, 
etc.) 
 
 
UNITS: 
 
 -       There is no conversion for Carton (CART) it should be ‘BOX’ 

 
 AQUACULTURE: 
 
Fields not required: 
-  vessel name or vessel number (key as NO BOAT, NO BOAT) 
-  hours gear fished 
-  gear amount 
-  man hours 
-  if processed (should never be marked as ‘processed’) 

 
Required: 
-  Buyer field needs to be keyed as NO BUYER (6666) 
-  if coded SEA and has no lease number, use 00001 

 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
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- If form number is torn or missing; return folder to VMRC in ‘Problem’ box 
- No shellfish (crabs, clams, oyster, etc…) is ‘processed’ if marked so it is incorrect 

Species abbreviations must match in all the following tables: 
 
Fsspecie = species table 
Fspounds = conversion table 
Fsdolars = price table 
-  



Instructions for Filling out Mandatory Reports 
 

 

VMRC ID AND NAME OF PRIMARY 
HARVESTER 

 

 

□ CHECK IF AGENT WAS USED 

                        3a 

WATER FISHED 
 
 

         11 

HRS GEAR 
FISHED 
 

    12 

GEAR 
 
 

     13 

GEAR 
AMOUNT 
 

    14 

MAN 
HOURS 
 

   15 

NO. OF 
CREW 
 

   16 
VMRC ID 
 

   1a 

NAME 

 
             1b 

AGENT 
VMRC ID 

   3b 

AGENT NAME 
 

          3c 

SPECIES & MARKET 
CATEGORY 
 

          17 

LIVE WEIGHT 
OR AMOUNT
 

    18  
 

 *Check  if 
Processed 
   

    1
      

9 

UNITS (CIRCLE ONE):  

                  20 
 
BU  LBS  NU  BBL  BOX  DOZ  GAL  TRAY
 

       □ BU  LBS  NU  BBL  BOX  DOZ  GAL  TRAY
 

VMRC ID AND NAME OF HELPERS 
 

BUYER              

                               4 

  □ BU  LBS  NU  BBL  BOX  DOZ  GAL  TRAY
 

 VMRC ID 
 

NAME 
 

VESSEL IDENTIFICATION NO. 

                  5 
  □ BU  LBS  NU  BBL  BOX  DOZ  GAL  TRAY

 

   2a             2b VESSEL NAME 

                  6 
  □ BU  LBS  NU  BBL  BOX  DOZ  GAL  TRAY

 

  PUBLIC ROCK ABBR (OYSTERS ONLY)   

                               7 
  

□ 
BU  LBS  NU  BBL  BOX  DOZ  GAL  TRAY

 

 
 

 
 

LEASE NUMBER (OYSTERS ONLY) 

                  8 
  

□ 
BU  LBS  NU  BBL  BOX  DOZ  GAL  TRAY

 

  CITY/COUNTY LANDED 

                  9 
  

□ 
BU  LBS  NU  BBL  BOX  DOZ  GAL  TRAY

 

  DATE  (ONE PER TICKET) 
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□ 
BU  LBS  NU  BBL  BOX  DOZ  GAL  TRAY

 

 

FIELD DESCRIPTION 
1a,b List VMRC ID and name of primary harvester. 
2a,b List VMRC ID and name of up to 5 helpers. 

3a,b,c Check if agent was used, list VMRC ID and name of agent. 
 4 Name of buyer. 

5 
Vessel number (Coast Guard Documentation or VA State Registration) (ONLY ONE PER 
TICKET) 

6 Name of vessel, if applicable.  Do not list type of boat. 
7 Use rock abbreviation listed in enclosed package. (For public oyster only) 

8 
Assigned VMRC lease number.  If you live on the seaside and do not have an oyster lease 
number please use 00001 as your lease number. (For aquaculture licenses only) 

9 City or county where you first landed your harvest. 
10 Date harvest was taken from the water. 
11 Name of water body where the gear fished.  (ONLY ONE PER TICKET) 

12 
List how many hours the gear was in the water or grow out period (For aquaculture only, see 
*Note* at the bottom) 

13 What type of gear was used? (ONLY ONE PER TICKET) 

14 
How much gear was worked? (e.g. number and total length of nets in feet, number of pots, 
number of hooks on trotline, number of cages) 

15 How many man-hours were spent fishing the gear? (dock to dock) 
16 Number of crew members that harvested species. (including yourself) 

17 
List the species that were harvested.  For oysters or clams, list if caught on private or public 
grounds. 

18 List amount harvested. 

19 
Put a check mark if harvest was processed.  (Processed=Filleted, Gutted, Picked, Puffer Tails, 
Fins, etc…) 

20 Circle unit of measure. (BU  LBS  NU  BBL  BOX  DOZ  GAL  TRAY) 

PLEASE READ: 
Complete ALL information on the first ticket of each “3 ticket” form.  On the other two tickets you may put the 
date, species, and amount harvested unless you have any changes in the water fished, hours gear fished and 
worked, gear amount and type, vessel, and the number of crew.  If any of those changes occur, then you must 
note the changes on each new ticket.  Please refer to the inside of the folder for appropriate abbreviations. 
*Note: Grow Out Period = Seed to Market. 
 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT US AT 757-247-8102. 
REVISED 02/17/10 
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