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Middlesex County Board of Supervisors 
P. O. Box 428 
Saluda, Virginia  23149  

Charles M. Culley, Jr., County Administrator 
804-758-4330 
countyadmin@co.middlesex.va.us 

“Dog-leg turn” at entrance of Jackson Creek 
Channel 

Jackson Creek, Deltaville, Virginia 

Phase 1 Dredge – Jackson Creek 

Repair a section of the Jackson Creek Federal Navigation Channel by dredging the dog leg turn closest to Mill Creek to 
a depth of approximately -8’ MLLW, plus 1’ required over-depth and 1’ allowable over-depth (total -10’ MLLW).  An 
added bottom width of 40’ shall be obtained throughout the 200’ span (total 80’ across).  Quantities dredged will be 
approximately 2300 cubic yards of fine sand. 
 
 

Re-open the channel, allowing entrance to Jackson Creek by the recreational and commercial boaters that use the creek.  
This is an urgent situation, not a maintenance procedure. 

 

$78,750.00 
$26,250.00 
$105,000.00 
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Virginia Saltwater Recreational  
Fishing Development Fund 

 
PROJECT PROPOSAL 

 
Middlesex County Board of Supervisors 

Phase 1 - Jackson Creek Dredging 
 
 
I. Need 
 
 The Jackson Creek channel is a Federal Navigation Channel that was 
last dredged with federal funding in 1970.  The channel, normally 60’ - 80’ 
wide, with a depth of 9+ feet has filled at one point leaving a draw of less 
than 1’.  A Coast Guard channel marker has been shifted, further reducing 
the navigable area of the channel by approximately 75%.  While this has 
always been a challenging channel to navigate, it is now impossible for two 
boats to pass, and many boats, of tourists, locals and commercial watermen, 
have been and continue to run aground. 
 
 Not only is Jackson Creek known as the “repair capital of the 
Chesapeake”, it is also home to hundreds of pleasure boaters and 
recreational and commercial watermen.  Word is spreading among the 
boating community that the channel is not passable and people are leaving 
and giving up their slips.  The County and local businesses that survive on 
the boating community cannot afford to lose this valuable resource. 
 
II. Objective 
 
 Assist in funding an emergency repair dredging of this location to 
open the channel.   
 
III. Expected Results or Benefits: 
 
 Removal of approximately 2300 cubic yards of material will open the 
channel to allow boats to safely navigate the channel.  This will allow 
unimpeded access by the thousands of boaters using Jackson Creek for their 
recreational and commercial fishing and boating needs in the Piankatank 
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River, Chesapeake Bay and beyond.   Boaters are not only local residents, 
but also come from across the state, nation and world. 
 
IV. Approach 
 

The County has been working with the Army Corps of Engineers and 
the Chesapeake Bay Public Access Authority to study other dredging needs 
in the County. The Corps has developed the preliminary survey and will 
obtain core samples necessary for further permitting.   

 
This project would be considered as Phase 1, a short term, emergency 

solution for this particular problem location.  A Joint Permit Application has 
been submitted to the Virginia Marine Resources Commission for removing 
the dredge material by either manual or hydraulic dredge.  The material 
would then be de-watered and placed in an approved upland spoil site, 
outside of any RPA or wetland areas. The property owned by the County 
and currently used as a spoil site from the Broad Creek dredging project has 
been approved as a suitable resting place for this material.  The County will 
solicit bids for the dredging project through the public procurement process.   

 
V. Location 
 
 This project will take place at the mouth of Jackson Creek Channel, 
Deltaville, Virginia.   

 
VI. Estimated Cost 
 
 Costs include permitting applications and actual dredge and placement 
of spoils. 
  

 $100,000.00 Estimated permitting and project cost 
 +  $5,000.00 + 5% contingency 
 $105,000.00 Total Project Cost 
 
  $26,250.00 25% Local Match Requirement is 

exceeded by value of County spoil 
site (total land value $33,600.00) 

 
 $78,750.00 Requested VRFDF    
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