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October 26, 2007 
 
Virginia Recreational Fishing Advisory Board 
c/o Sonya Davis 
Virginia Marine Resources Commission 
2600 Washington Avenue 
Newport News, VA 23607 
 
 
Re: Wisharts Point Project 

 
 
Dear RFAB Members: 
 
I realize that there are a lot of questions and concerns relating to dredging of the Wisharts Point 
Channel, and for that matter the future of dredging in general in the region.  Indeed, I will be 
attending a meeting of the Delmarva Water Transport Committee this afternoon and hope to speak 
with representatives of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on the matter.  Unfortunately, the 
information that I continue to receive is that funding on the federal side is extremely limited, with no 
relief in sight.  However, the Corps has indicated that they are reviewing other federal programs 
related to sediment management that may provide financial assistance to dredge seaside channels.  I 
would also like for you to know that during a June site visit with Corps representatives, the Wisharts 
Point Committee was advised that upgraded facilities at the site would further justify the dredging 
project and would move it up on the priority list. 
 
I have recently learned that some recreational fishing funds may be used to cover general fund 
shortfalls.  I understand that this will put the Board in an even tougher position, as project needs will 
most likely outweigh available funding.  With that in mind, I would like to offer another potential 
option for your consideration, if the full project cannot be supported.  On the following page I have 
listed the items from our original estimate that are most important to building a viable facility and 
opening up access to recreational fishermen at Wisharts Point. 
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Concrete Boat Ramp  $68,417 
Courtesy & Fishing Pier $34,160 
Erosion & Sed. Control $21,125 
Portion of Parking Cost $66,277 
    $189,979  VRFDF 
 

 
As I mentioned during the original project presentation, we have already received a $25,000 allocation 
from the Virginia Port Authority (May 2006).  The RFAB has previously allocated another $25,000 
for architecture/engineering, and the Accomack County Board of Supervisors has previously allocated 
$60,000 in cash funds. 
 
My sincere hope is that with the continued support of multiple agencies and individuals, a facility can 
be constructed at Wisharts Point and this fine location can continue to be open to the public. 
 
Very Best, 
 
Stewart Hall 
Director of Public Works 
Accomack County 
 
 
Cc: Wisharts Point Committee 

James Brawley, Landmark Design 
Steve Miner, County Administrator 




