


ELIGIBLE SPECIES AND
MINIMUM WEIGHTS FOR CITATIONS

Swordfish .. . . . . . . . . . .200 lbs.
Tuna. Bluefin..  . . . . .100 lbs.
B lack  Drurn . . . .  . . . . . . .80  lbs .
Tuna, Yel lowfin or Bigeye... . . . . .  . . . . .70 lbs.
Cob ia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .55  lbs .
True  A lbacore  (Longf in  Tuna) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40  lbs .
Str iped Bass .. . . . . . . . .40 lbs.
Wahoo . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .35  lbs .
Do1ph in . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .25  lbs .
King Mackercl ......20 lbs.
B lue f lsh  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16  1bs .
Sheepshead... . . .  . . . . . .10 lbs.
B lue l ine  T i1e f ish . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10  lbs .
Gray Trout.. . . . . .  . . . . . . . .9 lbs.
Spadef ish . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .9  lbs .
Trutog.
F lounder . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .7  lbs .
uack  Sea Bass  . .  : : : : . : : . : : : . : . .  : . . : : : : .  . . . . . .  . . .  .5  rbs
Speck led  Trou t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5  lbs .
Span ish  Mackere1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .4  lbs .
Gray  Tr igger f i sh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .4  lbs .
Croaker . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .3  lbs .
Kingfish (Roundhead) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 lb. 8 oz.
Pompano. . . . . . . . . .  I  lb .8  oz .
Spot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .1  lb .

Fish must he v,eighed and registered at ollicial weigh stations.

ELIGIBLE SPECIES AND
REQUIREMENTS FOR RELEASE CITATIONS

Billfish'k ..No Rcquired Minimum Length
(Marlin, Sailfish, Spearfish, Swordfish)
Sharks (any)t'... .72 inches
Tuna, Bluefin* ..60 inches
Cobia... . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .50 inches
Amberjack .. . . . . . .50 inches
Tarpon*... . . . . . . . . .  .48 inches
Dlum, Black or Red... . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .46 inches
Striped Bass...... 44 inches
Creva l le  Jack . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .40  inches
B1ue1ish... . . . . . . . . . .  36 inches
False Albacore.. 32 inches
Gray Trout .......30 inches
F1ounder.. . . . . . . . . . .  26 inches
Speckled Trou1... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .24 inches
Spanish Mackerel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26 inches
Sheepshead . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24  inches
Tautog . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23  inches
Spadefish .........22inches
Gray Triggerf ish .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20 inches
Croaker  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20  inches
Kingfish (Roundhead) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16 inches
Pompano. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16  inches
Spot . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13  inches

Actual measured lengths required for aLl species except for those
marked with asterisk (*). Estimatetl length may be used for species
marked with asterisk.

TOURNAMENT RULES
l. Eligibility

(a) The following person are eligiblc to participate: all persons
holding valid Virginia Saltwater Fishing Licenses; all persons
fishing on privatc boats, chafier or head boats, commercial fishing
piers or rental boats that possess valid "blanket" Virginia
Saltwater Fishing Licenscs; all persons with valid out-of-state
saltwater recreational fishing licenses that have been certified as
reciprocal with Virginia's liccnse; all persons exempt fiom
saltwater licensing rcquirements due to age (under 16 and 65
years and oldcr) cxcept as provided in section (b) fbllowing:

(b) The lbllowing persons are not eligible to participate: captains and
mates of charterboats, headboats and partyboats and professional
guides while under charter or hire; all persons participating in
commercial hook-and-line fishing trips; any person convicted in
a court of law of the violation of any marine fishery law or
regulation, including lailurc to possess a lishing license, is
ineligiblc lbr the year in which the conviction occurred and the
following year.

(c) All lish must be caught on a rod and reel in accordancc with
accepted recreational angling practiccs in a sportsmanlike manner
without aid by the angler. Elcctra-mates and all other power-
assisted reels or equipment may not be used. Qualilying catches
must be made on recreational lishing trips; any .fishing trip
prodttcing uny .fish that are soLd or bartered is deemed a
commercitLl.Jishing trip, and all persons participatitlg in such trips
are not eLigibLe.for participation in any Tournament programs and
allJish caught byall persons on such trips are not eLigible for anr-
awards.

(d) All catches must comply with all applicable regulations and laws,
including size limits, possession limits, open and closed seasons,
closed waters and areas, and thc waters must be open to public
fishing.

(e) To qualify for a "release" Citation, the angler or mate must control
the fish and either touch the fish or the lcader and the fish must be
alive when it is unhooked and/or released. Gaffs rnay not be used,
except to grfT the fish through the lip. If a minimum length is
required to qualify, the fish mlst be lunded utd measured, and its
actual, measured length must bc rccorded on the Citation entry
form, except lbr bluefin tuna, sharks, and tarpon in which the
length must be determined lo meet the minimum requirement and
the estimcLted length recorded on the entry form. Thc tournament
entry fbrm is to be con-rpleted in the standard manner and a
witness to the catch, measurement (if required), and release of the
fish must complete the witncss certification rttesting to
compliance with tournamcnt rules.

(f,) An angler lishing alone may earn a "release" Citation by
providing a clcar, sideview photograph of the fish on a measuimg
device clearll- shov,ing the length oJ the fish, provided the entry
form is cornpleted and photograph is supplied to the weigh station
within 7 days as required in rule 3(a) and a copy of the photograph
is provided to the tournament office.

(g) Measurements for' "release" Citations shall be totai length
measured on a llat measuring dcvice; fish must be laid on top of
a measuring stick or tape that has been completely stretched out
and is resting on a flat surface and measured from the tip of its
nose or lower jaw to the tip of its tail.



2. Boundaries

Catches are eligible from all saltwater areas within the
Commonwealth of Virginia (Chesapeake Bay, tributary rivers,
ocean surf). Catches also are eligible from the Potomac River,
upper Chesapeake Bay, and Atlantic Ocean provided the angler
fished on a boat that leaves from and returns to a Virginia port
without docking or landing outside of Virginia.

Weighing and Registering Fish

(a) All fish must be weighed and releases registered at an official
weigh station as soon as practical, but no later than 7 days
following the actual date of catch. Scales used must be inspected
or certified and fiactions of an ounce do not count.

(b) Each cntry must bc recorded on an official entry form, signed by
the angler, weighmaster, and a witness.

(c) Weighmasters are eligible, but a witness to the weighing is
required.

Weigh stations must lbrward thc original (white) copy of the entry
form to the Tournament office within 10 days of the date
registration. Original entry forms may not be given to any person,
and original entry forms mailed to the Tournament office by any
one other than the weigh station will not be accepted.

Mutilated, cut, scaled, harpooned speared, shot or frozen fish are
not eligible; however, tuna, which have been cut and bled may be
registered. Weighmasters may cut, open or mark any fish after it
has been weighed.

Anglers will not be allowed to weigh fish at more than one weigh
station, or "shop" their lish among weigh stations lbr heavier
weights. Entries will be disqualified for angiers violating this
rule.

Rules Violations
(a) Any angler, weigh station, boat or pier operator, or other person

who violates Tournament Rules may be excluded from
Tournament participation and forfeit all rights to all Toumament
awards.

(b) Rules violations may be considered any time, however protests
filed by other anglers must be submitted in the form of a written,
notarized atiidavit within 10 days of any alleged violation.

(c) The Tournament director may require additional information or
affidavits at any time fbr any reason fbr any entry.

(d) The Tournament Director and/or appointed Tournament
Committee at their sole discretion may require any entrant to take
a polygraph (lie detector) examination at any time for any reason
regarding a Tournament enfy; infbrmation gathered from the
examination may be used to help evaluate the validity of the entry.

(e) Decisions of the appointed Toumament Committee will be finai.

Awards

(a) No fish that falls below Tournament standards will be eligible for
an award.

Anglers may earn only one Citation award for each species per
year. Anglers with multiple entries in a single species will receive
an award for the heaviest entry in the species.

An angler who enters fish fol both release and weight Citation
awards in the same species will receive, at the discretion of the
Tournament, only one plaque listing the heaviest catch and
number of releases.

STATE RECORD RULES

The Virginia Saltwater" Fishing Tournament (VSWFT) maintains the
official records lbr saltwater game fish in Virginia. Records are
determined by weight in pounds and ounces. Ties will be recognized and
accorded state record status. Special "State Record" citation plaques are
awarded for catches exceeding or tying existing state records, provided
the catches comply with state record standards, proper registration
procedures are followed, and the fish is certified by the VSWFT director
as a state record. ft is the sole responsibility of the angler to ensure all
state record rules and procedures are.folLo*-ed.

State records must confbm to all the ru1es of the Virginia Saltwater
Fishing Tournament. A listing of these rules can be found on pages 2-4 of
this brochure. In addition, the fbllowing conditions and rules must be
complied with:

1) State record entries must be made on special two-page state
record application forms and all infbrmation requested on the

.form must be supplied. ln addition, the applicant and all
persons involved in the trip producing a potential state record
will be required to file notarized affidavits prepared by the
toumament director with the VSWFT.

2) The actual lish must be viewed by the VSWFT director or an
appointed member of the VSWFT Committee or the fish will
not be eligible for state record recognition. The VSWFT office
and director should be contacted as soon as possible, or a
member of the VSWFT Committee should be contacted, to
arange for the viewing and the fish must be preserved intact
and not fiozen for the viewing.

3) Side view photographs of the fish rnust be submitted with the
state record application; photographs become the property of
the VSWFT and may be used for publication and publicity.

4) The VSWFT director and/or appointed committee may require
any state record entrant to undergo a polygraph (lie detector)
examination at any time for any reason; the information
gathered may be used to evaluate the validity of the state
record entry and compliance with program rules.

5) In addition to the boundary requirements listed in Rule 2 of
this brochure. state record catches must be made in waters
regularly and commonly fished by boats leaving from and
returning to Virginia pofis. Cuffent boundary limits shall be
deemed to be waters north of the line connecting Cape Point,
Hatteras, NC with Diamond Shoals Light Tower and then to
the east; and south of latitude line 38 i5', which is south of
Ocean City, MD.

Initial state records will be recognized in the following species at the
following minimum initial weights:

(d)

(fl

4.

5.

(b)

(c.)





EASTERN SHORE
Bayfbrd - Bayford Marina
Cape Charles - Bailey's Tackle Shop; Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel
Cheriton - Chelrystone Bait & Tackle
Chincoteague - Barnacle Bill's Bait & Tackle; Capt. Bob's Marina;

Eastside Marina; Snug Harbor Marina; Capt. Steve's Bait & Tackle
Davis Wharf - Davis Wharf Marina
Greenbackville - Leo's Landing
New Churoh - Peace Token
Paintel - Hickrnan Lumber Companv
Parksley - The Lunch Box
S a x i s - J & L B a i t & T a c k l e
Townsend - Chris' Bait & Tackle
Wachapreague - Port of Wachapreague Town Marina;

Wachapreague Seaside Marina; Capt. Zed's Bait & Tackle;
Capt. Joe's Bait & Tackle

TIDEWATER
Chesapeake - Gail's Bait & Tackle; Chesapeake Bait & Tackle;

Shorty's Fishing & Hunting
Franklin - Dail's Homc Center
Norfcrlk (Little Creek area) - Bay Marina, Inc.; Cobb's Marina;

C-Tackle; Cutty Sark Marina; Little Creek Marina;
Lighthouse Tackle at Taylor's Landing

Portsmouth - Bait Shack; Culpepper's Boat Rental
Suffolk - Butler's Self Service; Nansemond River Bait & Tackle;

Dashiell's Half Round Showroom; Troy Marine
Virginia Beach - Princess Anne Distributing Co.; Boater's World;

Margie & Ray's; Virginia Beach Fishing Pier; Oceans East II;
Bruce's Bait & Tackle; (Lynnhaven Inlet area) - Bubba's Marina;
Marina Shores; Lynnhaven Marine Center;
Lynnhaven Seafbod Malina; Lighthouse Tackle;
Long Bay Pointe Bait & Tackle;
(Rudee Inlet area)- Fisherrnan's Wharf Marina;
Inlet Station Marina; Virginia Beach Fishing Center
(Sandbridge) - Little Island Fishing Pier

NORTHERN NECK
Callao - R.W's Sport Shop
Coles Point - Branson Cove Marina
Kilmarnock - Chesapeake Boat Basin; RTS Tackle
Lewisetta - Lewisetta Marina
Oak Grove - Wintcr Harbor Seafood
Reedville - Btzzard Point Marina; Smith Point Marina
Wicomico Church - Ingram Bay Marina

THE PENINSULA (YORK-JAMES)

Ft. Monroe - O1d Point Comfbrt Marina
Hampton - King Street Bait & Tackle; Salt Ponds Marina;

Sunset Boating; Hampton Rivcr Bait & Tackle;
Vanasse Bait & Tackle; Wallace's Marina; L. D. Amory & Co., Inc.;
Southall Landing Marina

Newporl News - Wilcox Bait & Tackle, Inc.; Sports, Inc.
Poquoson - Back River Market
Smithfleld - Hearns Bait Barn & General Store
Wlliamsburg - Hooker Bait & Tackle
Yorktown - Dare Marina; Gralton Fishing Supply;

Bishop's Fishing Supply

MIDDLE PENINSULA (RAPPAHANNOCK-YORK)
Bowlers Wharf - Ganett's Marina, Inc.
Chester - Castaway Sporting Goods
Colonial Heights - Dance's Sporting Goods
Deltaville - J & W Scafbod of VA, Inc.; Norview Marina;

Fishing Bay Harbor Manna
Dutton - Queens Creek Outfitters
Glen Allen - Green Top Sporting Goods
Gloucester Point - A & S Feed & Supplies, Inc.
Gwynn's Island - Pulley's Marine, Inc.
Hayes - Crown Pointe Marina
Hudgins - Gwynn's Island Boatel
Mechanicsville - Sur-fside Bait & Tackle
New Point - New Point RV Resort
Plainview - Tucker's Recreation Park & Marina
Saluda - Keepers
Topping - Grey's Point Campground; Locklies Marina
Ware Neck - Nuttall & Company
West Point - Diggs Seafood

Learn about the Virginia Saltwater Fishing
Tournament, includlng our rules, weigh stations,
state record information, and a complete listing of
last year's Citation winning fish, on the Virginia
Marine Resource Commission's website. Visit us at
wwwmrc.virginia.gov; we are listed under the section
entitled "Recreational Fishing Information".

. Abide by all fishery regulations and laws

. Report all violations

. Keep only those fish you plan to eat - release the rest

. Show courtesy and respect to others on the water



OUTSTANDING ANGLER AWARDS PROGRAM

Virginia Expert Saltwater Angler any angler registering six dif1'erent
species of flsh fbr Citations in a singlc year earns this designation along
with a pin ancl certificate suitable fbr fiaming.

Virginia Master Saltwater Angler - any angler earning 25 Citations
awards in a ninimum of 5 diflbrcnt species (a maximum of I Citation per
species per year allowed) over an unlimited period of time starting with
the year 1996 earns this designation. Additional levels of rccognition
accruc to anglers with 50 Citations in at least l0 difl-erent species and 75
Citations in l-5 difl'ercnt spccics. Qualifying anglers rzas/ notify the
Virginia Srllht,Llter Fishing 

'lburnament 
uporl mecting the requirements

and earn pins and certificates suitable fbr fiaming.

Virginia Junior Angler any angler 15 years of age and younger can
earn a special Viryinia Junior Anglcr Award certificate and hat by
catching and releasing 6 difl'erent spccics of saltwater fish in Virginia
during the year. The program is fiee, there are no minimum size limits for
thc flsh. and all species of saltwater fish quality. Complete inlbrmation
and special Junior Angler registration cards are available from the office
o[ the Virginia Saltwater Fishing Tournament.

ANNUAL SPECIES AWARDS

Trophies will be awarded to the anglers catching the largest fish in each
of the Tournamcnt's 25 specics cligible for weight Citations. In the case
of a tie, the date of catch will be used to dctcrmine thc winner. The angler
with the earliest (first) fish caught will be declared the trophy winner.
Fish must mect all cntrv critcria of the Tournament.

A program of Virginia Marine
Resources Commission funded
with Marine Recreational
F ish inc L icense monies.

2006 ANNUAL SPECIES AWARDS

SWORDFISH
Jacob L. Morton, Virginia Beach .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .226Lbs.

BLACK DRUM
Charles Porter, Birdsnest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .83 lbs. l3 ozs.

COBIA
Joseph F. Berberich, I I ,  Hayes... . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .109 lbs.

STRIPED BASS
Clay T. Armstrong, Mechanicsvi l le.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68 1bs. I  oz.

TUNA, Bluefin
Warren Smith, Virginia Beach... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .207 lbs. 8 ozs.

TUNA (other)
John W. Travers, Darnascus, MD.... . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .260 lbs.

WAHOO
Aurelio Diaz, Jr., Glen Allen...

DOLPHIN
Richard W. Koch, Virginia Beach... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-56 lbs. 6 ozs.

TRUE ALBACORE
John A.  Hannr ,  Sea|ord . . . . . . . . . . . .

KING MACKEREL

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40  lbs

Dav id  Wroton ,  Nor fo lk . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39  lbs .

GRAYTROUT
Marvin L. Wil l iams, I I I ,  Virginia Beach... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12lbs. 4 ozs.

BLUEFISH
Jason E.  Layman,  Johns town,  PA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21  lbs .  8  ozs .

TAUTOG
Paul Hurtubise, McGaheysvi l le . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18 lbs. I  oz.

SHEEPSHEAD
Arun Nhek, Newport News .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .17 lbs. l3 ozs.

FLOUNDER
Lewis W. Graves, Sr., Fredericksburg .13 lbs. 13 ozs.

SPADEFISH
Aust in  Edwards ,  Powhatan. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14  lbs .

SPECKLED TROUT
Jeny W. Doughten, Sr., Chesapeike .......13 lbs. 4 ozs.

SPANISH MACKEREL
Charles A. Quann, King George... . . . . . . . . .  .6 lbs. 13 ozs.

SEA BASS
James Pruit t ,  Wallops Island... . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .8 lbs. 4 ozs.

GRAYTRIGGERFISH
Earl J. Sari,  Chesapeake... . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 lbs. 13 ozs.

CROAKER
Wil l iam E. Bul l ,  Jr. ,  Poquoson .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 lbs. 4 ozs.

POMPANO
James E. Jordan, Jr., Williamsburg.. ......2 lbs. 12 ozs.

KINGFISH (Roundhead)
Robet D. Vick, Virginia Beach... . . . . . . . . . . .  .2 lbs. 3 ozs.

SPOT
Herman Jones. Norfolk. ....1 1b. 7 ozs.


