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“PERTAINING TO BLACK SEA BASS”  

CHAPTER 4VAC20-950-10 ET SEQ.  

PREAMBLE 

This chapter establishes minimum size limits, gear restrictions, and quotas for the harvest of black 
sea bass.  This chapter authorizes the aquaculture of black sea bass and sets forth the conditions 
required for black sea bass culture.  This chapter is promulgated pursuant to the authority contained 
in §§28.2-201 and 28.2-204.1 of the Code of Virginia. This chapter amends and re-adopts, as 
amended, Chapter 4VAC20-950-10 et seq., which was promulgated January 28, 2020 and made 
effective January 29, 2020.  The effective date of this chapter, as amended, is June 1, 2020.    
 
4VAC20-950-10. Purpose.  

 
The purposes of this chapter are to (i) reduce fishing mortality in the black sea bass fishery to 

ensure that overfishing does not occur, (ii) promote the health of the spawning stock biomass, (iii) 
improve the yield from the fishery, (iv) distribute shares of the black sea bass quota to those 
fishermen who demonstrate a previous history of participation in the fishery, and (v) encourage 
safe black sea bass aquaculture practices.  
 
4VAC20-950-20. Definitions.  

 
The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following meaning 

unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.  
 
“Annual quota” means the Commonwealth's 20% share of the annual coastwide commercial 

black sea bass quota managed by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission. 
 
"Black sea bass" means any fish of the species Centropristis striata.  
 
“Land” or “landing” means to (i) enter port with finfish, shellfish, crustaceans, or other marine 

seafood on board any boat or vessel; (ii) begin offloading finfish, shellfish, crustaceans, or other 
marine seafood; or (iii) offload finfish, shellfish, crustaceans, or other marine seafood. 

 
“Recreational vessel” means any vessel, kayak, charter vessel, or headboat participating in the 

recreational black sea bass fishery. 
 
“Snout” means the most forward projection from a fish’s head that includes the upper and 

lower jaw. 
 
“Total length” means the length of a fish measured from the most forward projection of the 

snout, with the mouth closed, to the tip of the longer lobe of the tail (caudal) fin, excluding the 
caudal fin filament, measured with the tail compressed along the midline, using a straight-line 
measure, not measured over the curve of the body. 
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